
To regain our national freedom, we need to vote to Exit the 
EU in the forthcoming referendum. To do that we are going 
to have to educate the public voters at large who generally 
know little about our EU membership. They need 
understandable facts to dispel the Fear, Uncertainty, Doubt 
(FUD) that the Europhiles will throw at them.  
They will also need to grasp the opportunity of how we can 
all be so much better off as an independent, freely trading 
nation. 

Draft presentation (No.1) for educating Milton Keynes people into the realities of the EU. 

June 2015 George Harlock – Milton Keynes 
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This is the first of a series of presentations that will look at the pros and cons of continuing our membership 
of the EU.  No doubt the government will flood us with pro EU propaganda nearer the time of the 
Referendum. The Establishment have already started. 
 

The topics I will aim to research and cover will be: 
 

1. The structure of, and the way the EU actually works. The Democratic Vacuum – part 1. 
2. The loss of democracy and sovereignty over 40 years. The Democratic Vacuum – part 2. 
3. The costs of our membership as far as can be determined. 
4. The benefits in financial terms, if any, of our membership as far as can be determined. 
5. The costs to our social fabric and culture. 
6. The benefits, if any, to our social fabric and culture. 
7. How we can get out & why we should.  The different options including the ‘FleXcit’ plan. 
8. What may happen after a British Exit (BrExit) – Opportunities and Risks. Myths debunked. 
9. What would likely happen if we stay in. Anything else that occurs to me along the way. 

 
 

2 Draft presentation (No.1) for educating Milton Keynes people into the realities of the EU. 

The Democratic Vacuum – part 1. 
This first presentation will examine how the EU “Beast” works, often not to 

our advantage, thus creating part of The Democratic Vacuum.  



The Democratic Vacuum – part 1. 
(Authority and Accountability)  

1. The proportion of our Sovereignty given away.  (See the 2nd presentation).  
This means that we can’t make many decisions about what is in our best interests. 

      Cameron’s current efforts to change the benefits to immigrants shows this clearly. 
 

2. We have NOT had a referendum on the many treaty changes for 40 
years despite promises. 

 

3. We are now only 1 out of 28 countries – our vote in EU bodies counts 
for only 8%. We get blocked on almost everything. 
 

4. There is almost none of the EU power structure we can elect, or 
dismiss,  it’s the MEPs in the EU Parliament only. Therefore there is 
virtually no accountability. 
 

5. The Auditors have refused to sign off the EU accounts for almost all of 
the last 20 years!  
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The Democratic Vacuum – part 1. 
(Authority and Accountability)  
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So we had better have a look at the EU’s own maps to see 
the big picture: 
1. Who the 28 member countries are, and which countries in Europe 

aren’t members? 
2. The timeframe of who joined and when (the UK was in 1973). 
3. The “free movement” or borderless countries, known as the 

Schengen Agreement areas. 
 (The UK is NOT in this so why can’t we control our borders I wonder?) 
4. Who is in the Eurozone? 
5. What about the Eurozone Debt Crisis? 
6. What other countries are waiting to join and will the EU empire 

building ever stop? 



• Who is in it? Countries shown in green 

• Who isn’t? 
• 28 Countries 

Russia is concerned 
about its frontline 
with the West.  
These states are up 
for “grabs” as far as 
the EU sees it. 

The EU member situation in 2015 5 



Enlargement: from six to 28 countries Enlargement History: from 6 - 28 countries. 1957 - 2015 

Various islands 
belonging to France, 

Spain & Portugal 
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Countries shown in colours for the year they joined. 

We joined in 
1973, 

but only had 
Referendum 

in 1975! 

Started as the European Coal and Steel 
Community in 1952 with the 6 countries in 
blue. Became the European Economic 
Community in 1958.  

The EEC became the 
European Union in 1993. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Economic_Community�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Economic_Community�


Schengen Agreement (1985) countries • Visa free zone. 
• Started in 1985. 
• UK & Ireland opted out. 
• Iceland, Norway & 
Switzerland are in. 
• These 4 countries 
obliged to join soon.  

The Schengen  Agreement  area 
allows the free movement of 
goods, information, money and 
people. 

7 



The Eurozone €   
• 19 countries use € Euro 
• 3 countries Opted out 
•  Launched 1st Jan 1999 
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• New members must join        
after 2 yrs in ERM II.  
 (Exchange Rate Mechanism) 
 
•  Monetary policy set by 
European Central Bank. (ECB) 



The Eurozone € Debt Crisis  

Greek exit 
“GreXit” 

likely soon 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8xAXJx9WJ8 

The Eurozone € Debt Crisis  
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Have you got 12.5 minutes to watch a simple 
YouTube animation illustration of how this crisis 
came about and it’s implications? Click on the link if 
so. 

And how does this affect us? 

Or  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dt6w4eE_tg0  for about 8 mins 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8xAXJx9WJ8�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dt6w4eE_tg0�


Countries waiting to join When/where 
will the EU 

Empire 
building stop? 

78 million people, 
98% Muslim. 

Turkey, isn’t even in 
Europe, is it? 
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Syria and 
ISIS here! Libya and ISIS here! 



 The 7 institutions: 
1. European Council 
2. European Commission 
3. European Parliament 
4. Council of the European Union (or Council of Ministers) 

5. Court of Justice 
6.  The European Court of Auditors 
7.  The European Central Bank 
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Since the Lisbon Treaty in 2007, the EU is structured into 7 “pillars” or institutions although 
there are 3 main ones, the original 3 pillars. 



 

It is easy to become confused about which European body is which — especially when very 
different bodies have very similar names, such as the following three ‘Councils’. 
 

The European Council 
This means the Heads of State or Government (i.e. Presidents and/or Prime Ministers) of all 
the EU countries, together with its President and the President of the European Commission. 
It is the highest level policymaking body in the European Union, which is why its meetings are 
often called ‘summits’.  
 

The Council  (or The Council of the European Union) 
Also known as the Council of Ministers, this institution consists of government 
ministers from all the EU countries. The Council meets regularly to take detailed decisions 
and to pass European laws. It has a 6 monthly rotating presidency. 
 
 

The Council of Europe 
This is not an EU institution at all. It is an intergovernmental organisation which aims to 
protect human rights, democracy and the rule of law. It was set up in 1949 and it drew up the 
European Convention on Human Rights and thus it set up the European Court of Human 
Rights. The Council of Europe now has 47 Member States, including all EU countries, and its 
headquarters are in Strasbourg, France. 

13 A confusion of Councils: which is which? 



It’s a VERY complicated beast – a many headed Hydra, with a complicated history. 14 

Above the dotted line is outside the EU structure but largely subservient to it. 



It’s a VERY complicated beast – a many headed Hydra, with a complicated history. 15 

The only EU bit we can elect, our M.E.P.s. 

Theoretically we elect these. 



President 
 
 

The EU institutions 

European Council 
(summit) 
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Comprised of the current heads of government (or state) of each of the 28 members. 
(David Cameron for UK). Plus the Commission President and the High Representative of 
the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy . It used to be Baroness Ashton. Who? 

•  It has no formal legislative power and is a strategic and crisis-solving body. 
•  Makes general political directions and priorities and guides legislative policy. 
•  The European Commission remains the sole initiator of legislation. 
•  Meetings (EU summits) at least twice every 6 months. Decisions by a simple majority consensus. 
•  The Council proposes the appointment of the Commissioners. 

Currently Donald Tusk of Poland, Dec 2014 - May 2017. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Council 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Council�


President 
 
 

The EU institutions 

European Commission 
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Comprised of representatives of each of the 28 member states.  
Appointed by the Council (I believe).  Cameron fought hard  to veto Juncker but lost. 

• These are the people with the real power.  They alone initiate the legislation  (drafts laws) to be voted on 
by Parliament and the Council.  Each person assigned responsibility for specific policy areas by the President. 
• Manages the EU budget and allocates funding. 
• Enforces EU Law via Court of Justice which has the power to levy fines.  The EU’s ‘Enforcer’. 
• Represents EU internationally, eg. negotiating agreements between the EU and other countries. 
• They are all people you will never have heard of, cannot vote for, and cannot sack.  ‘Our man’ currently is 
Lord Hill.  Who?  In theory the Parliament can dismiss the entire Commission. This happened in 1999. 

Currently Jean-Claude Juncker of Luxembourg 
Nov 2014 - Oct 2019 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Commission 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Council�


President 
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European Parliament 

•  These are the people you CAN actually elect every 5 years, the MEPs.  Votes on Proportional        
Representation basis, not First Past The Post. 
•  The European Commission remains the sole initiator of legislation. The MEPS cannot propose or amend 
legislation, only vote. 
• It is nothing like our Parliament.  Very little debate – max 60 secs speaking per MEP.  Mostly a rubber stamp 
voting machine using electronic voting in very quick succession. (Although some sessions by show of hands?) 
•  751 of them, plus Commissioners, plus Council of Ministers  meet in Plenary session in Strasbourg one 
week of the month, rest of time in Brussels. The meeting chambers are in the ‘hemicycle’ shape. 

Currently Martin Schulz of Germany, Aug 2014 – Jan 2017 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Parliament 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Parliament�


President 
 
 European Parliament 

Last election May 2014.  Next due in 2019. 
No. of MEPs elected in proportion to population size. No 
country can have fewer than 6 or more than 96 and the total 
number cannot exceed 751 (750 plus the President). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/search.html?country=GB 
See our UK MEPs and your 10 South East Region MEPs on this link. 
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Member State Number of MEPs 
 
Austria 18 
Belgium 21 
Bulgaria 17 
Croatia 11  (newest member) 
Cyprus 6 
Czech Republic 21 
Denmark 13 
Estonia 6 
Finland 13 
France 74 
Germany 96 
Greece 21 
Hungary 21 
Ireland 11 
Italy 73 

Member State Number of MEPs 
 
Latvia 8 
Lithuania 11 
Luxembourg 6 
Malta 6 
Netherlands 25 
Poland 51 
Portugal 21 
Romania 32 
Slovakia 13 
Slovenia 8 
Spain 54 
Sweden 20 
United Kingdom 73 
 
TOTAL 750 

NUMBER OF MEPS PER MEMBER STATE IN 2015. 

3 locations: 
 
Meetings of the whole Parliament 
(‘plenary sessions’) take place in 
Strasbourg (France) and in Brussels 
(Belgium) .  
 
Administrative offices (the ‘General 
Secretariat’) in Luxembourg.   
 
Committee meetings are also held in 
Brussels. 

Won in 2014 by UKIP with 23 MEPs 
Conservatives 21 
Labour 20 
Liberal 1 
Others 8 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/search.html?country=GB�


Group of the European People's Party (Christian Democrats)218 
Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament190 

European Conservatives and Reformists Group73 
Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe70 

Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left52 
Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance50 

Europe of Freedom and Direct Democracy Group46 
Non-attached Members51 

Total 750 

 ALDE: 70 

GUE/NGL: 52 

NI: 51 

 EFDD: 46 

ECR: 73 

 PPE: 218 
Verts/ALE: 50 

 S&D: 190 

President 
 
 European Parliament 

The hemicycle seating plan is 
according to Political groupings, 
NOT nationality. 
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Brussels - Hemicycle 1  

Max  857 
seats here 
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Group 
leaders at 
the front. Seats of our 10 

South East 
Region MEPs 

Europe of Freedom and 
Direct Democracy Group 

Leader – Nigel Farage 

Where are our local  S.E. Region MEPs to be found? 



Max 863 
seats here 

Strasbourg - Hemicycle 2 22 For 1 week only per month. Imagine the cost! 

Group 
leaders at 
the front. 

Seats of our 10 
South East 

Region MEPs 

Europe of Freedom and 
Direct Democracy Group 

Leader – Nigel Farage 



President 
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European Parliament 
What it does. 

The EU’s main law-making institution, along with the Council of Ministers (The Council). Has 3 roles: 
1.  Debating and passing European laws, with the Council. 
2.  Scrutinising other EU institutions, particularly the Commission, to make sure they are working democratically. 
3.  Debating and adopting the EU's budget, with the Council. 
 
1  Passing European laws 
• In areas, such as consumer protection & environment, Parliament works with the Council (representing national 
governments) to decide on content of EU laws. This is called "Ordinary legislative procedure" (extended "co-decision"). 
• Under Lisbon Treaty, the range of policies covered by the new ordinary legislative procedure has grown, giving 
Parliament more power in areas including agriculture, energy policy, immigration and EU funds. 
• Parliament gives permission for decisions such as allowing new countries to join the EU. 
 
2  Democratic supervision 
• Parliament exercises influence over other European institutions in several ways: 
• When a new Commission is appointed, the 28 members, one from each EU country, must be approved by Parliament . If 
the MEPs disapprove of a nominee, they can reject them all.  
• Parliament can also call on the Commission to resign - called a 'motion of censure'. 
• Parliament checks the Commission reports and by questioning Commissioners. Lots of committee work.  
• MEPs look at petitions from citizens and sets up committees of inquiry. 
• When national leaders meet for European Council summits, Parliament gives opinion on the agenda topics. 
 
3  Supervising the budget 
• Parliament adopts the EU’s annual budget with the Council of the European Union. 
• Parliament monitors how the budget is spent, and passes judgement on the Commission's handling of the previous 
year's budget. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/0080a6d3d8/Ordinary-legislative-procedure.html�


It’s a VERY 
complicated beast. 

Ordinary legislative procedure 
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See also the link to: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/0080a6d3d8/Ordinary-legislative-procedure.html�


President 
 
 

The EU institutions 

Council of Ministers 
(The Council) 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_the_European_Union 

The Presidency of the Council rotates every 6 months among the governments of EU 
member states, with the relevant ministers of the respective country holding the 
Presidency at any given time.   
 

Meets in Brussels and Luxembourg.   5 Key responsibilities: 
 

1. To pass EU laws. It legislates jointly with the Parliament. 
2. To coordinate Member States’ policies, eg in the economic sphere.  
3. To develop the EU’s common foreign & security policy, based on guidelines set by 

the European Council. 
4. To conclude international agreements between EU and one or more states or 

international organisations. 
5. To adopt the EU’s budget, jointly with the Parliament. 

 
 

Currently Latvia  since Jan 2015, to 
be followed by Luxembourg in July. 

One minister from each member state. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_the_European_Union�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidency_of_the_Council_of_the_European_Union�


Court of Justice 

President 
 
 

The Court of Justice interprets EU law to make sure it is applied in the same way in all 
EU countries. It also settles legal disputes between EU governments and EU 
institutions. Individuals, companies or organisations can also bring cases before the 
Court if they feel their rights have been infringed by an EU institution. There is the 
Court of Justice and the General Court handling different spheres. Each has one 
judge per EU country.   Located in Luxembourg. 
 

Currently Vassilios Skouris  of Greece, Oct 2003 - Oct 2015 

Located in Frankfurt, Germany, ECB members are drawn from the 
national central banks of the Euro area. Its purpose to maintain 
monetary stability in the euro area by ensuring low and stable consumer 
price inflation.  An independent body, it takes decisions without 
instructions from governments or other EU bodies.  

Currently Mario Draghi of Italy,  from Nov 2011 

European Central Bank 

President 
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Currently Vítor Caldeira of Portugal,  Jan 2008 - Jan 2017 

Court of Auditors 

President 
 
 

The European Court of Auditors audits EU finances. Its role is to improve EU financial 
management and report on the use of public funds.  It has the right to check ('audit') any 
person or organisation handling EU funds. The Court frequently carries out on-the-spot 
checks. Its findings are written up in reports submitted to the Commission and EU 
national governments.   The Court of Auditors has no legal powers of its own. If auditors 
discover fraud or irregularities they inform OLAF – the European Anti-Fraud Office. 
One member from each EU Member State. Located in Luxembourg. 

http://ec.europa.eu/anti_fraud/index_en.htm�
http://ec.europa.eu/anti_fraud/index_en.htm�
http://ec.europa.eu/anti_fraud/index_en.htm�
http://ec.europa.eu/anti_fraud/index_en.htm�
http://ec.europa.eu/anti_fraud/index_en.htm�
http://ec.europa.eu/anti_fraud/index_en.htm�
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The EU institutions 

European Parliament 

Court of 
Justice 

Court of 
Auditors 

Economic and Social 
Committee 

Committee of the 
Regions 

Council of Ministers 
(The Council) European Commission 

European Investment 
Bank European Central Bank 

And at least 44 
Agencies 

European Council (summit) 
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• The number of employees. 
• Immunity from any prosecution. 
• Inviolability. 

At €220m annually, these are somewhat expensive talking shops. EUObserver for 
instance has tartly noted: “In 2010, the 344 EESC members produced 181 
opinions, which when divided with the annual budget means each opinion came 
at an average cost of €660,000, while no information is made available regarding 
how these opinions influenced legislation. If they did so at all.” The CotR  (350 
members) has also been the subject of such serious fraud allegations it even 
triggered the emergence of whistleblowers. 

https://euobserver.com/opinion/115175�


29 History – where did the EU idea come from? 
 

Who do we have to thank for this monstrous edifice? 
There are many of them but some are: 

2. Adolf Hitler 
 In 1941, Walter Funk, Hitler’s economics Minister, launched the Europaische Wirtschafts Gemeinschaft  (European 

Economic Community) to establish a single European currency – the Reichsmark. Hitler’s plan was to integrate the 
European Economy into a single market. In 1945, Hitler’s Masterplan (captured by the Allies) included a scheme to 
create an economic integration of Europe and to found a European Union on a federal basis. The Nazi plan for a 
federal Europe was based on Lenin’s belief that: “Federation is a transitional form towards complete union of all 
nations.”                                            Source Vernon Coleman – “The Truth They Won’t Tell You I(And Don’t Want You To Know) About The EU” 

 

3. Jean Monnet and Robert Schuman, both of France.  Monnet , is attributed  with the quote below, but it is 
probably a misquote although his sentiments  were these more or less. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1.    Count Richard Coudenhove-Kalergi  a racist who it seems was rather keen on destroying white European races.         
 See http://www.westernspring.co.uk/the-coudenhove-kalergi-plan-the-genocide-of-the-peoples-of-europe/  

 

4. Winston Churchill thought that Europe needed uniting against the Soviet 
threat and along with NATO, keep mainland Europe from fighting each other. 

 

5. The USA also had a strong influence in its formation. And still does! 
 

"I look forward to the day when the Westminster Parliament is just a council chamber in Europe." 
(Kenneth Clarke, Conservative Chancellor in International Currency Review Vol 23 No 4 1996) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Coudenhove-Kalergi�
http://www.westernspring.co.uk/the-coudenhove-kalergi-plan-the-genocide-of-the-peoples-of-europe/�


When/where will the EU Empire building stop? 
Do you think that “they” are going to stop? 

Of course not! 
 Not content with messing up our vacuum cleaners ... 
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Well, I hope that by now, like me, you will be feeling a teeny bit cross about all this! 

European Army 
“Crackdown” on pro-EU propaganda in schools 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.palatinate.org.uk/?p=56271&ei=D5xQVenAGKau7gat4oLgCQ&bvm=bv.92885102,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEhxrXURYd1t7ET8oemH6KxaapmVQ&ust=1431432589857566�


This wretched woman is doing all she can to prevent 
it.  She doesn’t think we are capable of running our 
own country. We are too ignorant.  She and her 
fellow Commissioners and Eurocrats know what is 
best for us all.  WHAT BREATHTAKING ARROGANCE! 

http://www.breitbart.com/national-security/2014/02/11/brits-too-
ignorant-to-choose-their-european-fate-says-eu-bureaucrat/ 

 Let’s face it. It’s never going to get any better 
inside the EU. It is un-reformable, short of 
several lifetimes, by which time it will have 

collapsed or we have One World Government.   
No thanks! 
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http://www.breitbart.com/national-security/2014/02/11/brits-too-ignorant-to-choose-their-european-fate-says-eu-bureaucrat/�
http://www.breitbart.com/national-security/2014/02/11/brits-too-ignorant-to-choose-their-european-fate-says-eu-bureaucrat/�


Thanks for your time 
and attention. 

The next presentation will look at the loss of our national sovereignty.  
 

         June 2015  George Harlock 
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 ...to the Exit door! ...... 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.symbols.com/symbol/274&ei=mN9QVZmKOOqd7Aa6x4HgCA&bvm=bv.92885102,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHkAhwtQEsmGzh7_1d_dhNIgNQ1Yw&ust=1431449879346577�
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